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CIA 

Central Intelligence Agency 
Or Should We Tell the Truth 

The Catholic Intelligence Agency 

Part 2 
 

 
Tech Billionaires Harvest Humanity through the COVID-19 SCAM/HOAX 

 
   
Story at-a-glance: 
 

 Bill Gates, Eric Schmidt and other billionaires are cashing in big from the 
COVID-19 pandemic, in a variety of different ways 

 The COVID-19 pandemic is being used to usher in highly controversial 
changes that are unmistakably totalitarian-building, including the private 
take-over of government through public-private partnerships 

 New York governor Andrew Cuomo is partnering with Gates to reinvent the 
state’s post-COVID reality, with an emphasis on permanently integrating 
technology into every aspect of civic life 

 New York is also partnering with Google. Former Google CEO Eric Schmidt 
is leading a new panel to plan the state’s technological infrastructure 

 Partners in Health — the group selected by Massachusetts governor 
Charlie Baker to conduct COVID-19 contact tracing — is funded by Gates 
and one of the richest men in the world, George Soros. Chelsey Clinton sits 
is on the board of trustees, and one of its co-founders, Jim Kim, is also 
president of the World Bank 
 

Bill Gates has built a global empire around his technologies and “philanthropic” 
endeavors. His sheer wealth has allowed him to become a veritable superpower 
in his own right, rising to become the unelected global health tsar on COVID-19. 
Indeed, the World Health Organization and the White House pandemic response 
team even kowtows to his nonexistent medical expertise.  
 
Life cannot and will not go back to normal until we can vaccinate the entire global 
population, Gates says, and that same sentiment is being echoed from 
government leaders and health authorities around the world. Never mind the fact 
that actual scientists and medical researchers are finding all sorts of simple, 
inexpensive and safe strategies to address this illness.  The virus was the first 
step to bring down nationalism.  The rioting that began with the murder of a 
Minneapolis Afro-American has globalist fingerprints all over it.  Peel away the 
layers of subterfuge and you will ultimately come to the Jesuit-Masonic mantra,  



2 
 

‘ORDO AB CHAO’ is Latin for “Order Out of Chaos or Order from Disorder.” This 
term was invented by Freemasons and is the actual motto of the 33rd Degree of 
Scottish Rite Freemasonry.   
 

 
 
The World Revolutionary movement is central to the Zionist/Jesuit/Freemasonry 
agenda to take the world over through what Masonry Grand Master Albert Pike 
defined would occur through three world wars.  They pull the strings of global 
power and manipulate groups and nations to fulfill their overall agenda.  The 
rioting that is occurring is a well-orchestrated movement to overthrow the U.S. 
and to blame President Trump for its cause.  
 
Even vaccination proponent Paul Offit, director of the Vaccine Education Center 
at Children's Hospital of Philadelphia, stated that longer testing on a larger group 
of patients is needed, as, "You don't know about uncommon side effects." He 
further told BioPharma Dive, "We're in the 'science by press release' age. I just 
wish there were more data before people step up to the microphone." 
 
Not only did Moderna and NIAID conduct human trials of the experimental mRNA-
1273 COVID-19 vaccine without first conducting animal trials, but its vaccine uses 
new RNA technology. "No RNA drug or vaccine product has ever been certified 
for public use. Other companies have tried and failed, mainly because safety was 
a serious problem," wrote journalist Jon Rappoport, adding: 
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"Fauci, Gates, and others are itching to get an RNA product approved for public 
use. In the area of vaccines, the manufacturing process is far quicker and easier 
than the traditional approach. Thus, they can flood the world with all sorts of new 
vaccines at the drop of a hat. That's what they want: a massively vaccinated 
planet under the gun." 
 
So, not only are they dealing with a novel virus, the mechanics of which are still 
not thoroughly understood, they're also using a novel RNA-based vaccine that 
has never been used before, and attempting to fast-track it through testing and 
development faster than any vaccine before it. As I said in May, what could 
possibly go wrong? 

 

 
But vaccinating the global population isn’t enough, in Gates’ eyes. We must also 

implement surveillance of infection and vaccination status. Not surprisingly, 
Gates’ recommendations benefit himself most of all. 

 
As discussed in “Bill Gates — Most Dangerous Philanthropist in Modern 
History?” the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation donates billions to the very same 
companies and industries that the Foundation owns stocks and bonds in.  
Using nonprofit money to advance research for companies you're invested in is 
illegal, yet he’s been getting away with this for many years. At the same time, his 
Foundation gets tax breaks for the charitable donations it makes money from. 

https://aboutme.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a1a164e5c4a8b63e04737200c&id=73066d543b&e=2e5b6b2912
https://aboutme.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a1a164e5c4a8b63e04737200c&id=73066d543b&e=2e5b6b2912


4 
 

Remember, he has “donated” tens of billions, yet his net worth has doubled. This 
is largely because his “donations” are tax deductible investments...." 
 

 
https://articles.mercola.com/sites/articles/archive/2020/05/27/tech-companies-
coronavirus.aspx 
 

70% U.S. Depopulation by 2025 
 
"...Here’s the evidence: 
 
First, there is the World Health Organization (WHO) saying in 2018 that a non-
descript Disease X was surely going to strike during President Trump’s tenure in 
office, unless WHO got the funding they were demanding.  Earlier, in 2017, Dr. 
Anthony Fauci of the National Institute of Infectious Disease, warned (threatened) 
the Trump administration about the inevitability of a “surprise” disease outbreak. 
We also can view a segment of a TV series that aired in 2003, based on a Stephen 
King novel entitled ‘Deadzone’, in which the CDC served as consultant, that deals 
with a coronavirus outbreak emanating from China, and chloroquine is presented 
as the only antidote. That isn’t coincidence. 
  
The hidden leader of the band: 

https://articles.mercola.com/sites/articles/archive/2020/05/27/tech-companies-coronavirus.aspx
https://articles.mercola.com/sites/articles/archive/2020/05/27/tech-companies-coronavirus.aspx
https://aboutme.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a1a164e5c4a8b63e04737200c&id=4137b5cd08&e=2e5b6b2912
https://aboutme.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a1a164e5c4a8b63e04737200c&id=4137b5cd08&e=2e5b6b2912
https://aboutme.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a1a164e5c4a8b63e04737200c&id=cc871bd367&e=2e5b6b2912
https://aboutme.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a1a164e5c4a8b63e04737200c&id=cc871bd367&e=2e5b6b2912
https://aboutme.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a1a164e5c4a8b63e04737200c&id=71a5e51d2e&e=2e5b6b2912
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Then there is Mr. Double-Speak, vaccine entrepreneur Bill Gates, masquerading 
as a benevolent humanitarian, who claims vaccination will save more lives, but 
then reveals in a TED Talk (at 4:21 in the TED Talk): 
 

https://aboutme.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a1a164e5c4a8b63e04737200c&id=5d06df3330&e=2e5b6b2912
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“The world today has 6.8 billion people. That’s headed up to about nine billion. 
Now, if we do a really great job on new vaccines… we could lower that by, 
perhaps, 10 or 15 percent...." 
 
https://www.lewrockwell.com/2020/05/no_author/70-depopulation-of-the-u-s-
predicted-by-2025/ 
 
  
Another Gates Vaccine, The Heralded COVID KILLER, Bites the Dust—Sick 
Monkeys Everywhere! 

 

Only 20% Fatalities Translates to 
Only 1.5 BILLION Humans Eliminated! 

 
 

 
  
 "One day after revelations that the Gates/Fauci Moderna vaccine caused severe 
illnesses in 20% of high-dose recipients, Bill Gates got devastating news about 
his other “warp-speed” COVAX bet. The Oxford Vaccine Group (OVG) spike-
protein vaccine was on an even faster track than Moderna.  In May, Melinda Gates 
predicted it would be jab-ready by years’ end. Oxford and UK officials promised 
30 million doses by September. 
 
On April 24, OVG scientists announced that a small macaque study proved the 
vaccine effective. OVG quickly recruited 510 healthy volunteers for human trials. 
Pre-publication data released on May 13th reveals the vaccine is less promising 
than the OVG team implied. 

https://www.lewrockwell.com/2020/05/no_author/70-depopulation-of-the-u-s-predicted-by-2025/
https://www.lewrockwell.com/2020/05/no_author/70-depopulation-of-the-u-s-predicted-by-2025/
https://aboutme.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a1a164e5c4a8b63e04737200c&id=c37e969840&e=2e5b6b2912
https://aboutme.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a1a164e5c4a8b63e04737200c&id=37e7bc5ba6&e=2e5b6b2912
https://aboutme.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a1a164e5c4a8b63e04737200c&id=37e7bc5ba6&e=2e5b6b2912
https://aboutme.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a1a164e5c4a8b63e04737200c&id=756e3cadd5&e=2e5b6b2912
https://aboutme.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a1a164e5c4a8b63e04737200c&id=756e3cadd5&e=2e5b6b2912
https://aboutme.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a1a164e5c4a8b63e04737200c&id=d0a5e6a9ee&e=2e5b6b2912
https://aboutme.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a1a164e5c4a8b63e04737200c&id=3f7a37ea28&e=2e5b6b2912
https://aboutme.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a1a164e5c4a8b63e04737200c&id=16baea4359&e=2e5b6b2912
https://aboutme.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a1a164e5c4a8b63e04737200c&id=4bfd805ebb&e=2e5b6b2912
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All vaccinated macaques sickened after exposure to COVID-19. Edinburgh 
University’s Eleanor Riley told ‘Forbes’ the vaccine provided “insufficient” 
antibodies to prevent infection and viral shedding. Vaccinated monkeys spread 
the disease as readily as unvaccinated...." 
  -By Robert F. Kennedy, Jr., Chairman, Children’s Health Defense 
 
We have learned in the final days of May that Dr. Anthony Fauci’s wife is the link 
between Dr. Fauci and William Gates.  Everything stinks to high heaven in the 
entire Plandemic scenario from the get go!   
 
In the link https://youtu.be/jkYen0g4TRU you will learn what Amazing Polly 
discovered and shared with Robert David Steele on 5/28/2020.   
 

…and advocates communitarian “human sacrifice” for the “good” of the 
whole. Christine Grady, Head of the Human Research Experiments/Medical Ethics 
Section of the NIH — was also on the Presidential Ethics Committee Under 
Obama 2010-17.   Grady also just happens to be married to Dr. Anthony Fauci, 
while her sister Joanne just happens to be married to James Huskey, former U.S. 
State Department diplomat posted to Kenya, and current contractor employed by 
the U.S. State Department, likely to gate-keep any FOIA demands that could 
reveal the genocidal pharmacidical research on vaccines that has long been 
deceitfully and demonically done on the people of Africa, as well as CIA-
coordinated human/child trafficking.  Below please see excellent time-pointed 
video investigative report by Amazing Polly, https://youtu.be/jkYen0g4TRU 
 
 
That is not all.  There is a video that has surfaced on the Internet. 
 
Video: “What Is This Bill Gates Virus Thing Anyhow - Really: What IS IT??”  
 

 
Could be the worst B-movie you have ever seen.  
Could be a total psy-op where the only viruses are the legacy media, the 
politicians, and the medical/pharma mafia.  
Could be that Bill Gates is a total lunatic, who is out of his mind, and ready for the 
loony bin.  
Could be that Bill Gates is AI, and AI is Bill Gates.  
Could be a dark spell cast over Earth by even darker forces.  
Could be there are actions being taken by certain mayors, governors, and other 
assorted useless parasites - that make a box of rocks look intelligent.  
Could be that people who wear masks and gloves while traveling in their car are 
the reason Pop Tarts come with directions.  
One thing is for sure; the lines are becoming more distinct by the day.  
The legacy media keeps pumping out fear porn.  
But no one is dying in mass death events.  
Politicians are blaming everyone else for their own f&%$ -ups; but it doesn't 

https://aboutme.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a1a164e5c4a8b63e04737200c&id=7b3ed51745&e=2e5b6b2912
https://youtu.be/jkYen0g4TRU
https://youtu.be/jkYen0g4TRU
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matter anyhow because the hospitals and emergency rooms are EMPTY - AND 
THE IDIOTS ARE BLAMING EACH OTHER FOR A PROBLEM THAT IS NON-
EXISTENT.  
 
Now you have to admit that's a little weird...  
No, that's a whole LOT weird!  
 
Now, even President Trump is on board with the psy-op, and is rolling out the 
U.S. Military to 'vaccinate' everyone who wants to be vaccinated - so he 
says...even though there is NO SCIENTIFIC OR MEDICAL PROOF THIS 'VIRUS' 
CAN EFFECTIVELY BE 'VACCINATED' AGAINST???  The public needs to be vigil 
on what President Trump has to say since he waffles from day to day@ 
 
Now you have to admit that's a little weird...  
Now...PICTURE this:  
What if this 'VIRUS' IS NOT A VIRUS AT ALL?  
Now you have to admit that WOULD BE a little weird...  
What IF THIS 'VIRUS' WAS ACTUALLY A nano-bot that you, me, and everyone on 
Earth was ALREADY INFECTED WITH, due to decades of GEO-ENGINEERING 
with Chemtrails sprayed on us DAILY, YEAR AFTER YEAR, AFTER YEAR?  
Now, that WOULD BE a LOT weird!  
 
What if 5G, 6G frequencies or above were able to ACTIVATE THE NANO-BOTS 
into attacking the internal organs of the Human anatomy, causing them to shut 
down and kill the host?  
 
Sort of like a switch that can be turned OFF or ON...  
But wait...  
Now it begins to get better:  
 
What if ONLY governments, bankers, politicians, or any other charlatans working 
their dark and sinister magic against Humanity, against Human Consciousness, 
or against Universal Will - WHAT IF ONLY THIS GROUP WAS AT THE MERCY OF 
THEIR OWN DIABOLICAL SCHEME THEY INTENDED FOR HUMANITY?  
Now, would THAT NOT BE A STRANGE TURN OF EVENTS?  
"You can run on for a long time; but sooner or later..."  
https://youtu.be/DQTCS6aWRSc  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DQTCS6aWRSc  
Johnny Cash- God's Gonna Cut You Down (lyrics)  
----------------------  
The video above could be TITLED:  
"Something Strange Happened On The Way To Genocide of the Human Race"  
So while YOU are caught up in the spell of total doom being perpetrated by dark 
magicians who are poisoning your Spirit and poisoning your mind with false time 
lines and disastrous outcomes.   
 

https://youtu.be/DQTCS6aWRSc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DQTCS6aWRSc
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Could the Jesuits have started the CIA, or perhaps have at least greatly 
influenced it?   
 
I have discovered many sources suggest the answer is YES.  But how are the CIA 
and the Jesuits tied to the Corona virus and vaccines.  Dr. Anthony Fauci is a 
Jesuit Coadjutor (one who is a Jesuit but does not wear a clerical collar of a 
Roman Catholic priest).  Dr. Fauci’s wife is the link to the Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation.  They share a common goal, “Eugenics” and world depopulation.  I 
am in possession of a CIA document that confirms the dangers of EMF radiation 
sickness based upon Russian biological studies conducted over forty years ago. 
 
The title of the document is “Biological Effects of Millimeter Radiowaves”, dated 
1977.  It dealt with Russian studies conducted as early as 1972.  The CIA had this 
document in their possession as far back as 1973.  At the bottom of each page, it 
states:  “GOVERNMENT USE ONLY”.  As you soon discover, the CIA 
headquartered at Langley, VA, is more than the Central Intelligence Agency, it 
operates what former CIA spy, Robert David Steele says, is really nine different 
CIA’s.   
  
We know from documents that the U.S. CIA was developed under General William 
“Wild Bill” Donovan. But little know that on a day in July 1944 Donovan was 
ushered into an ornate chamber in Vatican City for an audience with Pope Pius 
XII. Donovan bowed his head reverently as the pontiff intoned a ceremonial 
prayer in Latin and decorated him with the Grand Cross of the Order of Saint 
Sylvester, the oldest and most prestigious of papal knighthoods. This award has 
been given to only 100 other men in history, who “by feat of arms, or writings, or 
outstanding deeds, have spread the Faith, and have safeguarded and 
championed the Church.” 
 
Although a papal citation of this sort rarely, if ever, states why a person is 
inducted into the “Golden Militia,” there can be no doubt that Donovan earned his 
knighthood by virtue of the services he rendered to the Catholic hierarchy in 
World War II, during which he served as chief of the Office of Strategic Services 
(OSS), the wartime predecessor to the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA). In 1941, 
the year before the OSS was officially constituted, Donovan forged a close 
alliance with Father Felix Morlion, founder of a European Catholic intelligence 
service known as Pro Deo. When the Germans overran western Europe, Donovan 
helped Morlion move his base of operations from Lisbon to New York. From then 
on, Pro Deo was financed by Donovan, who believed that such an expenditure 
would result in valuable insight into the secret affairs of the Vatican, then a 
neutral enclave in the midst of fascist Rome. When the Allies liberated Rome in 
1944, Morlion re-established his spy network in the Vatican; from there he helped 
the OSS obtain confidential reports provided by apostolic delegates in the Far 
East, which included information about strategic bombing targets in Japan. 
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This high honor given states that such a person is inducted into the “Golden 
Militia” to receive a knighthood by virtue of the services he rendered to the 
Catholic hierarchy in World War II, during which he served as chief of the Office 
of Strategic Services (OSS), the wartime predecessor to the Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA). Donovan assisted the Vatican that resulted in his being brought 
into the secret affairs of the Vatican. 
 
Pope Pius’ decoration of Wild Bill Donovan marked the beginning of a long-
standing, intimate relationship between the Vatican and U.S. intelligence that 
continues to the present day. As the directors are associated with the Jesuits and 
Knights of Malta, a legendary Vatican order dating back to the Crusades, when 
the “warrior monks” served as the military arm of the Catholic church. 
 
It is said that the Vatican Intelligence network is more proficient and faster than 
the CIA. Some believe that the name of the CIA as “Central Intelligence Agency,” 
can also be doubled as “Catholic Intelligence Agency.” 
 
The Jesuits are seen as a repetitive Order of the Catholic Church, hosting 
prestigious Universities with great honor. However, deeper investigation reveals 
that before 1814, the Jesuits had been known as crafty, diabolical, and 
dangerous. Somehow they were able to erase their dark history. In 1773 they had 
been forced underground after an edict of Pope Clement pressured by kings for 
identifying that Jesuits used their influence in Catholic Churches throughout 
Europe to subdue the nations from within. The Jesuits had mastered spying, 
espionage, sabotage, and assassination and became a militant force and 
intelligence not to be reckoned with. Unfortunately, Pope Clement realized after 
signing the degree to abolish the Jesuits realized he had signed his death 
warrant. Nine months later he was found dead, his Bowels rotting from the inside, 
as if poisoned. A master trait of the Jesuits is that of poisoning their victims.  The 
common term used is to “drink of the cup of Borgia”. 
 
The Jesuits were founded in 1534 under Ignatius of Loyola, an associate of the 
Los Alumbrados, an early Spanish leg of the Illuminati. He slid past the 
Inquisition (that didn’t have as large an impact as reported, but managed to 
persecute Christians) to petition the Pope to form a militant Society in which they 
would replace what the Knights Templar served under the Roman Catholic 
Church. In essence, they may have in fact secretly revised the Knights Templar 
under a new identity. 
 
When ex-Jesuit Adam Weishaupt, a professor of Law at Ingolstadt University, in 
Bavaria (now Germany) founded his Order of the Illuminati on May 1, 1776, some 
thought it was a continuation of the Jesuits, as many members of the Jesuits had 
been invited. Although some were suspicious of Weishaupt adopting the tactics 
of the Jesuits for his new Order. Later many Jesuits returned to operate within 
the Illuminati cover. However, members of the Illuminati infiltrated within the 
Freemason Order.  And this was the beginning or merging of the two, that served 



11 
 

as a cover for the higher Order within its Order. 
 
In 1814 Pope Pius VII reinstitute the Jesuit Order. The Jesuits continued to use 
their Catholic front as a means to gain entry into countries. The churches became 
their secret offices. The confessional created a form in which its priests would 
have access to the secrets of the most dangerous of criminals and legalized 
crime lords. And all the while just collecting a database of information to put into 
its files for leverage and blackmail.  They had been working on their tactics of 
intel gathering for a long time. Now using their influence to send out other agents 
to do their bidding. And using the Catholic Church as an alibi or front. 
 
The Jesuits manage to disguise themselves as friend to their foes. And even take 
on the identity of their foes to infiltrate from inside. They had gained rise to heads 
of denominations of the Christian church. And even host many seminaries, 
watering down the impact of the gospel to be compatible with the ecumenical 
world religious movement of the New World Order. 
 
(Source for CIA connection: “The CIA and the Vatican’s Intelligence Apparatus” 
published under Mother Jones, 1983.  
 
Source for Jesuits and Illuminati connection: John Robison, “Proofs of a 
Conspiracy,” 1798 
 
Source for infiltration of churches and seminaries: C.H. Spurgeon, sermon #68) 

 
 
Pope Pius’ decoration of Wild Bill Donovan marked the beginning of a long-
standing, intimate relationship between the Vatican and U.S. intelligence that 
continues to the present day. For centuries the Vatican has been a prime target of 
foreign espionage. One of the world’s greatest repositories of raw intelligence, it 
is a spy’s gold mine. Ecclesiastical, political and economic information filters in 
every day from thousands of priests, bishops and papal nuncios, who report 
regularly from every corner of the globe to the Office of the Papal Secretariat. So 
rich was this source of data that shortly after the war, the CIA created a special 
unit in its counterintelligence section to tap it and monitor developments within 
the Holy See. 
 
But the CIA’s interest in the Catholic church is not limited to intelligence 
gathering. The Vatican, with its immense wealth and political influence, has in 
recent years become a key force in global politics, particularly with Catholicism 
playing such a pivotal role in Eastern Europe and Latin America. Unbeknownst to 
most Catholics, the Vatican, which carefully maintains an apolitical image, not 
only has a foreign office and a diplomatic corps, but also has a foreign policy. 
And with Polish Communists embracing Catholicism and Latin American 
Catholics embracing communism, the U.S. government and particularly the CIA 
have recently taken a much greater interest in Vatican foreign policy. A year-long 
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Mother Jones investigation has revealed a number of unlikely channels — both 
overt and covert — which the agency uses to bring its influence to bear upon that 
policy. 
 
Since World War II, the CIA has: 
•  subsidized a Catholic lay organization that served as the political slugging arm 
of the pope and the Vatican throughout the Cold War; 
•  penetrated the American section of one of the wealthiest and most powerful 
Vatican orders; 
•  passed money to a large number of priests and bishops — some of whom 
became witting agents in CIA covert operations; 
•  employed undercover operatives to lobby members of the Curia (the Vatican 
government) and spy on liberal churchmen on the pope’s staff who challenged 
the political assumptions of the United States; 
•  prepared intelligence briefings that accurately predicted the rise of liberation 
theology; and 
• collaborated with right-wing Catholic groups to counter the actions of 
progressive clerics in Latin America. 
 
It was in this last regard that the CIA supported factions within the Catholic 
church that were instrumental in promoting and electing Pope John Paul II, 
whose Polish nationalism and anti-Communist credentials, they thought, would 
make him a perfect vehicle for U.S. foreign policy. John Paul’s trip to Nicaragua 
could not have been matched by any American’s for the contribution it made to 
President Reagan’s Central American initiative. And hopes were high in 
Washington, D.C., that the pope’s trip to Poland, where 90 percent of the people 
are Catholic, re-sparked the anti-Soviet uprising so vital to Reagan’s plans for 
Eastern Europe. 
 
Every year in late June a bizarre ritual takes place in Rome.  Men and women fly 
in from all over the world to participate in a ceremony that has been performed 
for centuries.   
 
 Dressed in scarlet uniforms and black capes, brandishing swords and waving 
flags emblazoned with the eight-pointed Maltese cross, these Catholic brothers 
and sisters will, in an atmosphere of pomp and circumstance befitting a 
coronation, swear allegiance to the defense of the Holy Mother Church. 
 
William Casey and General Al Haig were both members of the Knights of Malta, a 
legendary Vatican order dating back to the Crusades, when the “warrior monks” 
served as the military arm of the Catholic church. The knights, in their latter-day 
incarnation as the Sovereign Military Order of Malta (SMOM), are a historical 
anomaly. Although the order has no land mass other than a small headquarters in 
Rome, this unique papal entity holds the status of nation-state. It mints coins, 
prints stamps, has its own constitution and issues license plates and passports 
to an accredited diplomatic corps. The previous grand master of the order, Fra 
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Angelo de Mojana di Cologna, holds a rank in the church equal to a cardinal and 
is recognized as a sovereign chief of state by 41 nations with which the SMOM 
exchanges ambassadors.  His successor recently was “fired” by Pope Francis in 
January of 2017.   
 
The head of the sovereign Order of the Knights of Malta had been asked (fired) by 
Pope Francis to present his resignation, something the grand master agreed to 
do.  In recent months, Frey Matthew Festing had entered into a public spat with 
the pontiff over the ouster of a top official. 
 
“He has resigned,” Eugenio Ajroldi di Robbiate, Communications Director of the 
order told Crux on the phone on Wednesday. 
 
However, he added, “Festing is still the grand master because he has to present 
his resignation to the order’s government”, which Di Robbiate described as a 
“technicality.” 
 
In a statement released, the Vatican confirmed that Francis and Festing had met 
the day before, and that the grand master had presented his resignation and that 
the pontiff had accepted it. 
 
According to the statement, the pope expressed to Festing his “appreciation and 
gratitude for his loyalty and devotion to the Successor of Peter, and his 
willingness to serve humbly the good of the Order and the Church.” 
 
The short communique also said that Francis is going to appoint a “pontifical 
delegate” to temporarily run the order. 
 
Grand masters of the institution, the world’s oldest chivalrous institution, still 
standing as it was founded in the 11th century, usually keep their positions for 
life. 
 
The controversy became public in December, 2016, with the firing of German 
Albrecht von Boeselager, the group’s chancellor. He was allegedly suspended 
after refusing an order to resign over revelations that the order’s charity branch 
distributed thousands of condoms in Myanmar on his watch. 
 
But the real power of the order lies with the lay members, who are active on five 
continents. Nobility forms the backbone of the SMOM; more than 40 percent of its 
10,000 constituents are related to Europe’s oldest and most powerful Catholic 
families (Black Nobility).  Wealth is a de facto prerequisite for a knightly 
candidate, and each must pass through a rigorous screening. Protestants, Jews, 
Muslims and divorced or separated Catholics are ineligible. 
 
“The eight-pointed white cross stands out everywhere as a symbol of charity 
toward mankind and as a comfort and consolation to the sick and the poor,” says 
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Cyril Toumanoff, official historian of the SMOM. In recent years its members have 
carried on the Hospitaler tradition of the original knights by supporting 
international health care and relief efforts. They proudly offer aid to the needy 
regardless of race, creed or religious affiliation. 
 

 
But the needy aided by certain SMOM members in the late ’40s were some of the 
50,000 Nazi war criminals who, with the assistance of the International Red Cross, 
were furnished fake Vatican passports and, in some cases, clerical robes, and 
were smuggled on Bishop Alois Hudal’s “underground railroad” to South 
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America, also known as the “Rat Lines”. Among those was Klaus Barbie, the 
“butcher of Lyons.”  Several thousand Nazis were given Vatican passports, 
priest’s clothing, and quietly moved from Germany, south to Catholic Churches 
sheltering and escorting them to churches along the “Rat Lines” to ports where 
the boarded freighters and ships to South America. 
 
In 1948, the SMOM gave one of its highest awards of honor, the Gran Croci al 
Merito con Placca, to General Reinhard Gehlen, Adolf Hitler’s chief anti-Soviet 
spy. (Only three other people received this award.) Gehlen, who was not a 
Catholic, was touted as a formidable ally in the holy crusade against godless 
Marxism. After the war he and his well-developed spy apparatus — staffed largely 
by ex-Nazis — joined the fledgling CIA. Eventually, hundreds more Nazis ended 
up on the U.S. government’s payroll. Among them was Klaus Barbie. 
 

 
 

Above – Retired Pope Ratzinger with Frey Matthew Festing, before  
Pope Francis asked for his resignation. 
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Even the Queen of England is a Knight of Malta Dame, along with key members of 
the Royal Family. 
 
“The CIA very early on made a decision that Nazis were more valuable as allies 
and agents than as war criminals,” says Victor Marchetti, an ex-CIA officer who 
was raised a Catholic.  Marchetti is disturbed by the role of the CIA and his 
church in perpetuating the Nazi outrage. “It gets a little crazy,” he said, “when 
you let one thing [anticommunism] take over to the extent that you forgive 
everything else.” 
 
The SMOM had given a different prestigious award in 1946 to another high-level 
CIA operative, James Jesus Angleton. “It had to do with counterintelligence,” 
Angleton told ‘Mother Jones’, when asked why he was chosen for such a 
distinction. During World War II, Angleton was head of the Rome station of the 
OSS. Later, on his return to Washington, he ran what was tantamount to the 
“Vatican desk” for the CIA. According to Angleton, the agency does not have a 
Vatican desk. Nor does it have an Israel desk, for that matter, yet Angleton also 
covered that area.  The extreme sensitivity associated with Israel and the Vatican 
required that work relating to them be buried among Angleton’s counter-
intelligence staff, which was well-suited for such assignments. 
 
James Angleton acted zealously on a theory of history that’s hard to accept and 
harder to dispute: that secret intelligence agencies can control the destiny of 
mankind. https://t.co/9XyTUJmOj4  Fifty+ years studying the Vatican apparatus 
and the CIA is ample proof of James Angleton statement as valid!  He died in 
1987 as I recall. 
 
During the early years of the Cold War, Angleton organized an elaborate spy 
network that enabled the CIA to obtain intelligence reports sent to the Vatican by 
papal nuncios stationed behind the Iron Curtain and in other “denied” areas. This 
was, at the time, one of the few means available to the CIA of penetrating the 
Eastern Bloc. 
 
According to previously classified State Department memoranda, Angleton 
recommended that the CIA fund Catholic Action, an Italian lay organization 
headed by Luigi Gedda, a prominent right-wing ideologue who had also been 
honored by the knights. Gedda was a key operative in an effort undertaken by the 
CIA and the Vatican to “barricade the Reds” in the 1948 Italian elections. Only 
weeks before the election, it appeared the Italian Communist party would prevail. 
The CIA and the Vatican both feared the Communists might win unless drastic 
measures were taken. 
 
At the behest of Pope Pius XII, Gedda mobilized a huge propaganda machine. 
More than 18,000  “civic committees” were formed to get out the anti-Communist 
vote. The Christian Democrats scored a decisive victory. Catholic Action is 
credited with turning the tables. 

https://t.co/9XyTUJmOj4
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Catholic Action continued to be a dominant factor in Italian politics throughout 
the Cold War. It had great influence on trade unions and youth groups in Italy-
groups that were heavily subsidized by the CIA, then under the leadership of 
Alien Dulles. Christian Democratic politicians and church figures were also 
among the beneficiaries of the CIA’s largess, which exceeded $20 million per year 
in the 1950s. The agency provided “project money” to numerous priests and 
bishops, usually in the form of contributions to their favorite charities. Often, 
these prelates were unaware of the true source of these funds. “We would 
consider people of this sort as our allies,” recalls Victor Marchetti, “even though 
they may not consider themselves in any way allied with us.” 
 

  
 

 
A strange trio who were SMOM members.  Retired General Jerry Boykin, 
Pentecostal preacher Rick Joyner, and the Queen of England, Elizabeth II. 
 
The American section of the Sovereign Military Order of Malta has about 1,000 
members — including 300 “dames.” They represent the vanguard of American 
Catholicism, the point at which the Vatican and the U.S. ruling elite intersect. 
“The Knights of Malta comprise what is perhaps the most exclusive club on 
earth,” Stephen Birmingharn, the social historian, has written. “They are more 
than the Catholic aristocracy…[they] can pick up a telephone and chat with the 
pope.” 
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And who are the American Knights? ‘Mother Jones’ managed to obtain part of the 
secret membership list. On it we found some familiar names: Lee lacocca of 
Chrysler; Spyros Skouras, the shipping magnate; Robert Abplanalp, the aerosol 
tycoon and Nixon confidant; Barren Hilton of the hotel chain; John Volpe, former 
U.S. ambassador to Italy; and William Simon, who served as both treasury 
secretary and energy czar in the 1970s. At least one former envoy to the Vatican, 
Robert Wagner (the ex-mayor of New York), and the current emissary to the 
Vatican, William Wilson, are also members of the Knights of Malta. But there is 
one institution that stands out as the center of the SMOM in the United States — 
W.R. Grace & Company. J. Peter Grace, the company chairman, is also president 
of the American section of SMOM. No less than eight knights, including the 
chancellor of the order, John D.J. Moore (who was ambassador to Ireland under 
Nixon and Ford), are directors of W.R. Grace. 
 
They're a secretive religious order with a long and bloody history and unique 
status under international law, but that doesn't mean they run the world. 
https://t.co/xWOC1VQ2tw  
 
— Church and State (@ChurchAndStateN) April 13, 2020 
 
J. Peter Grace has a long history of involvement with CIA-linked enterprises, such 
as Radio Liberty and Radio Free Europe, which was the brainchild of General 
Rein-hard Gehlen. He is also the board chairman of the American Institute for 
Free Labor Development (AIFLD), which has collaborated with multinational 
corporations and their client dictatorships in Latin America to squelch 
independent trade unions. Up to $100 million a year of CIA funds were pumped 
into “trustworthy” labor organizations such as AIFLD, whose graduates, 
according to AIFLD executive director William Doherty, were active in covert 
operations that led to the military coup in Brazil in 1964. During the early 1970s, 
Francis D. Flanagan, the Grace representative in Washington, D. C., was a 
member of ITT’s “Ad Hoc Committee on Chile,” which was instrumental in 
planning the overthrow of Salvador Allende. AIFLD’s National Workers’ Con-
federation subsequently served as the chief labor mouthpiece for the Pinochet 
junta. 
 
There are many other knights with CIA connections. Clare Boothe Luce, for 
example, the grande dame of American diplomacy, served as a U.S. ambassador 
to Italy in the 1950s and later a member of the President’s Foreign Intelligence 
Advisory Board, which oversees covert operations. William Buckley, Jr., a former 
CIA operative and the editor of the ‘National Review’, was a member, as was his 
brother James, a former senator from New York and now undersecretary of state 
for security assistance. 
 
The American section of the SMOM is one of the main channels of 
communication between the CIA and the Vatican. Of course, neither party will 

https://t.co/xWOC1VQ2tw
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acknowledge this. “The Knights of Malta is an honorific society of Catholics. 
That’s all it is. … It has no political function,” asserts former CIA director William 
Colby, who declined an invitation to join the illustrious order. (“I’m a little lower 
key,” he confessed.)  SMOM members hold diplomatic passports and travel 
through international customs without their luggage being searched. 
 
Technically speaking, William Colby was correct; the knights do not have an 
explicit political function. They would never approach the Vatican with a message 
from the CIA. Nor would the Vatican ever openly ally itself with the political aims 
of the CIA. “Obviously, this is a dynamite type of proposition,” explains Victor 
Marchetti. “I’m sure that in the clandestine area there was real consideration of 
how to influence the Vatican, but you’ll never find a paper trail within the agency 
establishing an operational objective. A covert action of this sort is a very 
complex and sophisticated sort of thing…How much pressure the CIA would dare 
to exert on the Vatican is debatable. It would have to be done indirectly, on an 
informal basis.” 
 
This is where the American section of the SMOM fits in. “They all belong to the 
same club,” says Marchetti. “One happens to be the director of the CIA, and 
another is a cardinal. When they get together and fraternize on a social basis, 
they exchange ideas and opinions as private individuals. But how do you 
separate the private individual from the professional?” 
 
During the 1950s and the early 1960s, relations between the U.S. and the Vatican 
were conducted largely through Francis Cardinal Spellman, the “Grand Protector 
and Spiritual Advisor” to the SMOM’s American wing. An ultra-conservative 
ideologue, Spellman served as the right arm of Pope Pius XII and was a vocal 
supporter of U. S. military involvement in Vietnam.  Cardinal Spellman was known 
as the pope of the U.S.   
 
But relations have not always been smooth, because Vatican policy has not 
always pleased American knights. In the early 1960s, Pope John XXIII took major 
steps to liberalize the church and to open a dialogue with the East. By doing so, 
he shifted papal policy from the strict anti-Communist line of his predecessor, 
Pius XII. 
 
John XXIII felt that the Vatican had to adopt a more flexible posture — both 
socially and politically — if the church was to endure as a relevant institution. His 
attempts at rapprochement with the Soviet Union caught everybody by surprise 
and sent Vatican watchers at the CIA into a frenzy. But the agency had to step up 
its intelligence activity in the Vatican most cautiously, as the Kennedy ad-
ministration was bending over backward to avoid any overt association with the 
Holy See. Kennedy, America’s only Catholic president, was so consumed by the 
possibility of a Protestant backlash that he rebuffed the pope’s efforts to mediate 
a thaw in East-West relations. Meanwhile Khrushchev, the supposed atheist, 
welcomed the pontiff’s diplomatic overtures. 
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The SMOM is found in the York branch of Freemasonry, on the left of the chart on 
page 20, and the Jesuits are found in the Scottish Rite branch of Freemasonry at 
the top right of Freemasonry 31-32 degrees. 
 
 
In May 1963, John McCone, a member of the SMOM and then director of the CIA, 
received a memorandum from James Spain, of the agency’s Office of National 
Estimates, on the ramifications of Pope John’s policies. There is “no doubt,” 
wrote Spain in the recently declassified 15-page memo, entitled “Change in the 
Church,” “that vigorous new currents are flowing in virtually every phase of the 
church’s thinking and activities. . . . [this has] resulted in a new approach toward 
Italian politics which is permissive rather than positive.” 
 
When Spain visited the Vatican, posing as a scholar on a foreign service grant, he 
voiced his concerns about major gains made by the Italian Left in the 1963 
election. Many felt the Left’s success was attributable to Pope John’s conciliatory 
attitude toward the Communists. This was the first election in which the Christian 
Democrats were not officially endorsed by the Italian Bishops’ Conference. The 
pope had insisted upon maintaining a neutral stance so as not to jeopardize his 
Soviet initiative. 
 
Speaking with officials of the Curia, Spain discovered a great deal of discontent 
regarding the direction in which the church was moving. Some even suggested to 
him that the pope was “politically naive and unduly influenced by a handful of 
‘liberal’ clerics.”  He heard tales about “the moral and political unreliability of [the 
pope’s] young collaborators.” Among those who were particularly concerned by 
Pope John’s policies, according to Spain’s report to McCone, were members of 
the Roman aristocracy and the papal nobility, who, according to Spain, had lost 
many of their traditional privileges when Pius XII died. 
 
John McCone now took a personal as well as professional interest in the Vatican 
situation. Thomas Kalamasinas, the station chief in Rome, was instructed to raise 
the priority of the Vatican spying operation. But the CIA ran into a snag when it 
learned that some of its best contacts — for example, the conservative prelates 
who held key posts in the Extraordinary Affairs Section of the Papal Secretariat, 
which was responsible for the implementation of Vatican foreign policy — were 
shut out by John XXIII’s tendency to circumvent his own bureaucracy when 
dealing with the Russians. The pope evidently feared that his diplomatic efforts 
might be sabotaged by some Machiavellian monsignor. Thus, he pursued his goal 
outside the normal channels of the Curia. A small group of trusted collaborators 
served as couriers for the pope, who rarely used the telephone to speak with 
anyone outside the Vatican for fear that the line might be tapped. 
 
When John XXIII died in 1963, CIA analysts prepared a detailed report predicting 
that Giovanni Cardinal Montini of Milan would be the next pope. They were right. 
But more amazing than the prediction is the fact that the agency was later able to 
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confirm the identity of John’s successor in advance of the official announcement. 
How was the CIA privy to such information, given the excessive secrecy 
surrounding the College of Cardinals during a papal election? Italian intelligence 
sources maintained that the CIA bugged the conclave. ‘Time’ magazine 
correspondent Roland Flamini speculates in his book ‘Pope, Premier, President’ 
that the agency may have developed an informant among the cardinals, who 
communicated with the CIA through a hidden electronic transmitter. 
 
Giovanni Montini was no stranger to American intelligence. During World War II, 
he worked in the Office of the Papal Secretariat and passed information to a 
grateful OSS. Later he had a falling out with Pope Pius XII and was “exiled” to 
Milan. This news was well-received by Vatican watchers within the CIA, who had 
pegged Montini as a “liberal”. Nevertheless, he remained an important figure in 
the church, with extensive religious and political contacts. Every CIA station chief 
in Italy made a point of getting to know him, and CIA “project money” was 
donated to various orphanages and charities whose principal benefactor was the 
archbishop of Milan. 
 
 
#OTD In 1963, Cardinal Giovanni Battista Montini was chosen during a conclave 
to succeed the late Pope John XXIII https://t.co/almlvCCaxI   
 
When Montini became pope, taking the name Paul VI, he continued to pursue an 
open-door policy with the Soviet Union. Leaders from Eastern Europe were 
received on state visits (Soviet Foreign Minister Andrei Gromyko had seven 
meetings with Pope Paul), and many Vatican officials traveled to Moscow for 
talks. Toward the end of his papacy, Paul VI let it be known that he was not 
averse to a center-left coalition of the Italian Communist party and the Christian 
Democrats. This infuriated hard-line elements within the CIA.  
 
In 1976, the Georgetown University Center for Strategic and International Studies, 
a Jesuit conservative think tank, sponsored a conference on the Communist 
threat in Italy. Panelists included former CIA director William Colby (who was 
station chief in Rome during the 1950s); Clare Boothe Luce, who was U.S. 
ambassador to Rome at the same time; Ray Cline, another ex-CIA official; and 
John Connelly, then a member of the President’s Foreign Intelligence Advisory 
Board. Their message, which doubtless reached the pope, was unequivocal: 
Eurocommunism was a threat to U.S. security, and Marxists must never be 
allowed to participate in the Italian government. 
 
This was not the first time pressures from outside the Vatican were exerted on 
Pope Paul. In 1967, Paul authored a controversial encyclical, ‘Populorum 
Progressio’, in which he criticized colonial repression and recommended 
economic and social remedies that were widely interpreted as a denunciation of 
capitalism. Shortly thereafter, an international group of businessmen asked the 
Holy Father to “clarify” his economic views. The delegation included George C. 

https://t.co/almlvCCaxI
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Moore, then chairman of Citibank. Pope Paul subsequently issued a statement in 
which he denied any hostility toward private enterprise. 
 
Classified CIA studies prepared throughout the 1960s with titles such as “The 
Catholic Church Reassesses Its Role in Latin America” depicted a church with a 
commitment to economic and political reform. The studies foresaw the 
emergence of “liberation theology,”  which would provide the theoretical basis 
for a “people’s church” that would establish itself in Latin America in the early 
1970s. Pope Paul helped fulfill the CIA’s predictions by appointing socially 
conscious bishops and by encouraging church activists who opposed South 
American military dictatorships. Paul’s gesture toward the Left was, no doubt, a 
calculated maneuver directed at the hearts and minds of the Catholic masses. 
Political reality demanded the promotion of a palatable Christian alternative, lest 
the brethren put their faith in “Saint” Fidel or Che Guevara. At first, some CIA 
officials favored Paul’s reformist approach as an effective antidote to 
communism, but as time went by a consensus developed inside the agency that 
Paul VI had gone too far, that his strategy would backfire and play into the hands 
of the Marxist revolutionaries. 
 
As Pope Paul VI grew older, great concern developed within intelligence circles 
over who would succeed him. Agency analysts drew up profiles on leading papal 
candidates, identifying those who were likely to be sympathetic to American 
interests. In 1977, Terence Cardinal Cooke, then current Grand Protector and 
Spiritual Advisor of the SMOM, traveled to Eastern Europe to discuss the matter 
of choosing a candidate to succeed Pope Paul. During this sojourn, Cardinal 
Cooke met personally with Karol Cardinal Wojtyla of Krakow, who was noted for 
his anti-Communist leanings. Cooke’s coalition-building efforts bore fruit the 
following year, after Paul’s successor, Pope John Paul I, died, having served 
scarcely a month. (There were widespread rumors that he had been poisoned 
with the cup of Borgia).  In October 1978, the Vatican’s Sacred College of 
Cardinals elected Karol Wojtyla as pontiff. 
 
October 1976. Father Patrick Rice is dragged from his prison cell in Buenos Aires 
by members of the Argentine Anti-Communist Alliance, a paramilitary police 
agency.  He has already been held incommunicado for several days and has been 
beaten ruthlessly. The routine is about to begin again: electric shock treatment, 
water torture that makes him feel as if he is drowning. Throughout the ordeal he 
hears the screams of other prisoners. Eventually he is transferred to police 
headquarters, in which are passage walls covered with swastikas. 
 
“My Christian faith became very real to me,” remembers the priest, who survived 
two months of captivity and recovered in a psychiatric ward. 
 
Father Rice is one of the lucky ones. During the 15 years, 1,500 priests, nuns and 
bishops have been murdered, imprisoned, tortured or expelled from Latin 
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America. “Any Christian who defends the poor,” says Rice, “can expect to be 
persecuted and mistreated by the security police.” 
 
Only a generation ago, the persecution of the Catholic clergy would have been 
unthinkable, for the church had always sided with the reactionary sectors of 
society — the wealthy landowners and the military.  But Pope John XXII’s vision 
of Catholicism as a community of believers in and of the world sparked major 
reforms. His policies set the stage for the historic gathering of Latin American 
bishops that took place during the papacy of Paul VI at Medellin, Colombia, in 
1968. It was at this conference that the liberation theology predicted by the CIA 
earlier in the decade was born. The bishops called upon the church to “defend 
the rights of the oppressed” and recognize a “preferential option for the poor” in 
the struggle for social justice. 
 
Liberation theology came to life in the form of thousands of grassroots Christian 
communities that sprang up throughout Latin America, where nine out of ten 
people are Catholic, and eight out of ten are destitute. Where Catholicism reigns, 
so does poverty. Within these groups, religion became less a ritualistic 
phenomenon and more an inspiration to clergy and laity attempting to remove the 
yoke of oppression from the poor. Some priests even began to align themselves 
with the left-wing guerrillas engaged in armed struggle against U.S.-backed 
regimes. “The Christian base communities are the greatest threat to military 
dictatorships throughout Latin America,” said Maryknoll Sister Ita Ford in late 
1980, three weeks before she, two other American nuns and Jean Donovan, a lay 
missionary worker, were brutally murdered in El Salvador. 
 
The CIA was quick to recognize the “subversive” potential of liberation theology 
and mounted an extensive campaign to undermine the new movement. The 
agency’s strategy, formulated during the late 1960s and early ’70s, when Richard 
Helms was CIA director, was to exploit the polarization between the activist 
clergy and those who still identified with the established order (the holdovers 
from the Cold War era, when missionaries were routinely employed as agents and 
informants). Toward this end, as Penny Lernoux documents in her book Cry of 
the People, the CIA used right-wing Catholic organizations in Latin America to 
harass outspoken prelates and political reformers. The agency also trained and 
financed police agencies responsible for the torture and murder of bishops, 
priests and nuns, some of them U.S. citizens. 
 
In 1975, the Bolivian Interior Ministry — a publicly acknowledged subsidiary of 
the CIA — drew up a master plan for persecuting progressive clergy. The scheme, 
dubbed the “Banzer Plan” — after Hugo Banzer, Bolivia’s right-wing dictator (who 
retained Klaus Barbie as his security advisor) — was adopted by ten Latin 
American governments. The plan involved compiling dossiers on church 
activists; censoring and shutting down progressive Catholic media outlets; 
planting Communist literature on church premises; and arresting or expelling 
undesirable foreign priests and nuns. The CIA also funded anti-Marxist religious 
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groups that engaged in a wide range of covert operations, from bombing 
churches to overthrowing constitutionally elected governments. The success of 
the Banzer Plan was vividly demonstrated in San Salvador in the late 1970s, when 
an anonymous group distributed a leaflet that read: “Be a Patriot! Kill a Priest!” A 
series of clerical assassinations followed, culminating in the murder of the 
progressive and popular Archbishop Oscar Arnulfo Romero. 
 
More recently, the Reagan administration sharpened its attack on progressive 
elements of the church, both at home and abroad. The Santa Fe Report, prepared 
for the Council for Inter-American Security and presented in 1980 to the 
Republican Platform Committee by a team of ultraconservative advisors, states 
that “U.S. foreign policy must begin to counter (not react against) liberation 
theology as it is utilized in Latin America by the ‘liberation theology’ clergy.” In 
order to garner support for this policy, the Institute for Religion and Democracy 
(IRD), an interdenominational organization, was established in 1981 with funding 
from right-wing institutions, including the Smith ‘Richardson and Sarah Scaife 
foundations, both of which have served as CIA financial conduits. The IRD 
unleashed a propaganda drive against church activists at the forefront of 
domestic opposition to U.S. aid to the government of El Salvador and other 
repressive regimes in Latin America. The IRD campaign has been highly 
successful, even reaching the pages of ‘Reader’s Digest’, from where it was 
picked up by CBS 60 Minutes. 
 
Pope John Paul II, walks with president Ronald Reagan in Miami, 1987. [1154 × 
1528] via /r/HistoryPorn https://t.co/1Q0SpUuvVv  https://t.co/Ew4vZcHXW4   
 
Under William Casey, the CIA has continued its attack on progressive elements 
within the church. Casey was also a member of the Sovereign Military Order of 
Malta. 
 
Of all the groups that were engaged in the U.S.-sponsored campaign against 
liberation theology, none has played a more significant role than Opus Dei 
(“God’s Work”).  A fast-growing Catholic lay society whose political activities are 
shrouded in secrecy, Opus Dei was founded in 1928 by Jose Maria Escriva de 
Balaguer, a young Spanish priest and lawyer. Escriva espoused complete 
obedience to church dogma.  Today, there are more than 80,000 members of the 
Opus Dei order in 87 countries. Only a small percentage are priests. The rest are 
mostly middle- and upper-class businessmen, professionals, military personnel 
and government officials. Some are university students. The members contribute 
regularly to the group’s financial coffers and are encouraged to practice “holy 
shrewdness” and “holy coercion” in an effort to win converts. 
 
Much of what is known about Opus Dei comes from ex-members such as John 
Roche, a professor at Oxford University in England, who broke his oath of 
secrecy after leaving the order. According to Roche, self-flagellation with whips 
and spiked chains is a normal part of the rigid spiritual discipline that Opus Dei 

https://t.co/1Q0SpUuvVv
https://t.co/Ew4vZcHXW4
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imposes on its full-time members, including college-age recruits of both genders. 
“Personal identity suffers a severe battering: some are reduced to shadows of 
their former selves, others become severely disturbed,” writes Roche in a paper 
called “The Inner World of Opus Dei.”  Internally, it is totalitarian and imbued with 
fascist ideas turned to religious purposes, ideas which were surely drawn from 
the Spain of its early years. It is virtually a sect or cult in spirit, a law unto itself, 
totally self-centered, grudgingly accepting Roman authority because it still 
considers Rome orthodox, and because of the vast pool of recruits accessible to 
it as a respected Catholic organization. 
 
In recent years, Opus Dei has emerged internationally as one of the most 
powerful and politically committed of the Catholic lay groups. Detractors have 
likened the organization to a “saintly Mafia,” for its members control a large 
number of banks and financial institutions, including Rumasa, the largest 
conglomerate in Spain’s private sector. In the latter stages of the Franco regime, 
ten out of 19 cabinet officers belonged to or were closely allied with Opus Dei. 
Despite the active political role the order plays wherever it exists, Father Malcolm 
Kennedy, an American spokesperson for Opus Dei, insists it is 
“inconceivable…that Opus Dei leaders in any country would try to influence 
political decisions.” 
 
The tentacles of “Octopus Dei,” as it is sometimes called, stretch all the way to 
the U.S., where David Kennedy, former chairman of Continental Illinois Bank and 
treasury secretary under Richard Nixon, is said to be a “conspicuous friend” of 
the conservative religious order, despite the fact that he is a Mormon. Continental 
Illinois owns shares of an Opus Dei bank in Barcelona. 
 
Opus Dei also controls a wide range of media assets (600 newspapers, 52 radio 
and TV stations, 12 film companies and 38 news agencies) and sponsors 
educational and social programs in various countries. These efforts have been 
endorsed by members of the American section of the SMOM such as William 
Simon (Citicorp) and Francis X. Stankard (Chase Manhattan Bank), who have 
spoken at Opus Dei seminars and other functions of the group. 
 
“One of the problems that Opus Dei runs into,” said Sargent Shriver, a 
cooperating (not full-time) member of the order and a former Democratic 
candidate for vice president, “is that a lot of Catholics join the organization, and 
they’re doing this, that and the other thing, and Opus Dei becomes tainted 
because of them.” 
 
This is particularly true in Latin America. In Chile, for example, Opus Dei elicited 
support from Chilean bishops for the overthrow of President Salvador Allende 
and worked closely with CIA-funded organizations such as the Fatherland and 
Liberty goon squads, which subsequently merged with DINA, the dreaded Chilean 
secret police. In 1971, the CIA began financing the Chilean Institute for General 
Studies (IGS), which has been described as an Opus Dei think tank. Its members 
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include lawyers, free-market economists and executives from influential 
publications. One of the leading IGS staffers was Hernan Cubillos, founder of 
‘Que Pasa’, an Opus Dei magazine, and publisher of El Mercurio, the largest 
newspaper in Santiago (and one that was subsidized by the CIA). After the coup, 
a number of IGS technocrats became cabinet members and advisors to the 
Pinochet junta; Cubillos served as foreign minister. 
 
Opus Dei power-brokers have gained enormous influence inside the Vatican 
since they helped install the pope. The courting of John Paul II began when he 
was still the archbishop of Krakow. He was asked to speak at Opus Dei colleges 
and at the group’s international headquarters in Rome. In an effort to enhance 
Wojtyla’s image as papabile, these speeches were printed by Opus Dei in book 
form and circulated among members of the Vatican hierarchy. When Karol 
Wojtyla became pope, he returned the favor by elevating Opus Dei to the unique 
status of a “personal prelature.” Critics of Opus Dei fear that the pope’s edict will 
allow its members to elude the authority of local bishops in special 
circumstances, thereby strengthening the order’s tendency to function as a 
“church within a church.” This was an important victory for Opus Dei, which had 
been rebuffed on previous occasions by both Pope John XXIII and Pope Paul VI. 
 
 
As recently as 2017, U.S. AG William Barr was on the board of directors of the 
DC-based Catholic Information Center, led by the secretive group Opus Dei. 
https://t.co/lqvoSmUCVP   If you wonder why AG William Barr has not done much 
work after being appointed the Attorney General by President Trump, this will 
help unravel that question.  
 
The decision to upgrade the status of Opus Dei appears to be part of an over-all 
strategy to counter the influence of Jesuits and other progressive clerics active in 
the liberation theology movement. Pope John Paul II’s feud with the Jesuits came 
to a head in October 1981, when he suspended the order’s constitution and 
replaced its ailing superior general, Father Pedro Arrupe, with a Jesuit of his own 
choosing.   
 
Many Jesuits have caused turmoil in the Vatican by questioning papal 
pronouncements on birth control, priestly celibacy, the barring of women from 
the priesthood and, most significantly, clerical involvement in politics. Because it 
is predominantly a lay organization, Opus Dei is exempt from these rules. The 
pope recently asked leaders of Opus Dei, which thus far has kept out of 
Communist countries, to begin operating in Poland. 
 
It is rather ironic that John Paul II should chastise priests for engaging in political 
activity when he was by far the most overtly political pope of modern times. A 
strong patriot, John Paul had even threatened to fight alongside his countrymen 
should the Soviets try to crush the workers’ rebellion in Poland. And his political 
activism has not only included well-publicized trips and rhetorical speeches. With 
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his approval, the Vatican quietly funneled $40 million to Solidarity. But despite 
the pontiff’s support for the Polish union — and the issuing of an encyclical in 
strong defense of the rights of labor — his sympathies do not extend to the rights 
of workers in Vatican City: he has opposed demands for decent wages by the 
Vatican’s low-paid employees, and there have even been rumblings of a possible 
strike. 
 
When John Paul II assumed the papacy, Catholics the world over wondered 
whether he was the right person to lead their 900 million members (the world’s 
largest religious denomination). He was a unique choice in many respects: the 
first non-Italian pope since the 16th century, the first pope from a Communist 
country and the only modern-day pope (aside from his short-lived predecessor) 
with no work experience in the Curia. 
 
John Paul II came to the Vatican during troubled times for Catholicism. Political 
upheavals in Poland and Latin America promised to make the new pope’s job 
more than that of spiritual leader. Karol Wojtyla knew that, as did the cardinals 
who elected him. And the CIA, which knew that another John XXIII could spell 
disaster for U.S. foreign policy, doubtless brought its influence to bear on the 
election through Opus Dei and the Knights of Malta. Thus far it seems likely that 
the agency is, on balance, fairly pleased with the pope’s performance. 
 
John Paul II showed himself to be an aggressive and wily statesman. In 1979, 
during his first trip to Latin America, he drew enormous and enthusiastic crowds 
wherever he spoke. Each message was carefully tailored to each audience. At 
one stop he would stress religious discipline and devotion, seemingly at the 
expense of social commitment; at the next he would use stronger language than 
any previous pope defending the rights of the oppressed. Conservative Vatican 
watchers in the CIA undoubtedly blanched when he told 40,000 Mexican Indians, 
“You have a right to be respected and not deprived of the little you have, often by 
methods that amount to plunder. You have a right to throw down the barriers of 
exploitation.” 
 
Yet the pope’s deeds often do not reflect his words. Earlier that year, he gave the 
cardinal’s red hat to Alfonso Lopez Trujillo, a Colombian sympathizer with Opus 
Dei and a staunch opponent of liberation theology. Inside the Vatican, Lopez 
Trujillo is considered the protégé of Sebastiano Cardinal Baggio, another Opus 
Dei ally, who headed the Pontifical Commission for Latin America (the pope’s 
main source of information on events in that region). One of Lopez Trujillo’s 
closest aides was Roger Vekemans, a Belgian priest who received as much as $5 
million from the CIA during the 1960s, which he in turn gave to anti-Communist 
organizations in Chile. Vekemans has also written articles and books 
condemning church activists and liberation theology. 
 
In October 1982, President Reagan sent his roving ambassador, General Vernon 
Walters, a devout Catholic, to confer with John Paul II. The pope may have 
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wondered why Reagan would select a former deputy director of the CIA, one who 
had been involved, both before and after he joined the agency, in some of its 
most notorious coups: Iran, 1953; Brazil, 1964; Chile, 1973.  President Trump has 
done much the same thing, in the name of ecumenism I suppose.  They obviously 
failed to learn their lesson from the Vietnam War. 
 
Walters played a key role in organizing CIA-backed Nicaraguan exile groups 
based in Honduras who are seeking to overthrow the Sandinista government by 
force. Not surprisingly, the situation in Latin America was one of the main issues 
that Walters discussed with the pope. He also attempted to convince the Holy 
Father that the American bishops had erred in drafting their pastoral letter 
opposing nuclear weapons. Although John Paul II stood fast on the nuclear 
question, soon after Walters left the pope did demand that five priests with 
official positions in the Nicaraguan government resign from office. 
 
Five months later, in March 1983, John Paul II himself visited Nicaragua during an 
eight-day swing through Central America. Before a large audience in Managua, he 
attacked the “people’s church” as “absurd and dangerous,” implying that the 
only role the church had in Nicaragua was to oppose the Sandinistas. Such an 
outspoken repudiation of liberation theology, delivered in the only Latin American 
country that can claim a revolution with significant Catholic participation, must 
have been well-received within the CIA. 
 
The pope’s condemnation of the Nicaraguan revolution coincided with a dramatic 
increase in border raids from Honduras by CIA-trained exile groups. But perhaps 
more damaging than the military actions was the psychological impact of the 
pope’s refusing to pray for the souls of Nicaraguans killed by Somozistas, 
despite the pleadings of wives and mothers who wept openly before him. And 
injury was later added to injury when the pope did pray for six “suspected 
subversives” who had been executed by Guatemala’s Protestant dictator Efrain 
Rios Montt. Whether or not it was his intention, John Paul II had, in effect, given 
his blessing to the CIA’s campaign to destabilize the Sandinista government. 
 
Such developments reaffirm the significance of the Catholic church as an 
intelligence priority, and the CIA undoubtedly will continue to utilize its contacts 
in the Vatican and in conservative lay orders to bring its influence to bear on the 
papal chambers. But the agency realizes that much has changed since the days 
when all good Catholics obediently toed the line of the Vatican hierarchy and 
Catholic churchmen at all levels cooperated willingly with American intelligence. 
 
The Catholic church, once a rock-solid monolith, is now in a state of flux. The 
new church poses an enormous challenge to the agency. The pontiff is no longer 
an absolute monarch. The papacy has become a point of convergence for a 
multiplicity of forces, an arena in which competing ideologies vie for influence. 
The CIA, accordingly, has gradually revised its strategy from one of using the 
church to one of splitting the church. By encouraging internecine conflict assault 
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between progressive and reactionary church elements, it has made a direct 
assault on John Paul II’s cherished ideal of a unified church that can speak to and 
for all people.  The Jesuits have used the church to advance its own issues and 
most fail to grasp what they are doing. 
 
For his own part, the pope has attempted to walk a fine line, acknowledging the 
need for social reform while expressing disdain for the grassroots movements 
that also advocate it. He cannot embrace progressive Catholic organizations, 
because they threaten to undermine papal authority. The mixed signals John Paul 
II has been sending his bishops in Latin America (where more than half the 
world’s Catholics resided by the year 2000) are evidence of the dilemma he faced. 
To the extent that he denounces injustice and oppression, he risks the wrath of 
the CIA. But if he fails to be a sufficient critic of fascist governments that kill 
priests and nuns, many of his followers will seek other roads to salvation. 
 
And John Paul II’s dilemma promises to get worse before it gets better. Despite 
the best efforts of the CIA, liberation theology was spreading to countries such as 
Thailand, South Korea and the Philippines, where activist priests are also being 
persecuted by U.S.-backed dictatorships.  The papacy of Pope Ratzinger and 
Pope Francis still swirls in the dust of reform and the chaos that has tilted to a 
Jesuit-controlled papacy, from the “white” and “black” popes’ agenda.  
 
As liberation theology spreads throughout the East, it seemed certain that Asian 

Catholics will soon be repeating the popular South American aphorism: “When 
the CIA goes to church, it doesn’t go to pray.” 

 
The Jesuits and the CIA continue to advance their Vatican form of Marxist 
Communism around the world, not to raise people from poverty but to further 
enslave them to the agenda of Lucifer.  The U.S. has not learned a single lesson 
from history when it comes to the Jesuits, who were expelled from nearly a 
hundred nations and states of the previous two hundred years. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Blessings, 
 
Pastor Bob, EvanTeachr@aol.com 
www.pastorbobreid.com  
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